CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITY

USADF’s Washington office is currently seeking a consultant to research and identify marginalized communities in need of economic assistance to meet development needs.  Work will be performed in Liberia.  All responsible sources may submit a proposal, which shall be considered by the agency if submitted by close of business on the deadline date.  Travel expenses will be paid by ADF.

Marginalized Communities Programming Opportunities in Liberia
Introduction
ADF currently seeks to direct a greater portion of its limited resources to Africa’s most needy and underserved populations.  Areas under consideration include regions in Liberia’s post-conflict environment that currently do not receive significant economic or community development support from the government and/or donor organizations.  ADF has an immediate need for a consultant to research and define those communities, their needs, and mechanisms that would best enable ADF to assist those communities meet those needs.  
Approximate Contract Dates:  November 10, 2008 – December 19, 2008 (assuming 6-day week)

Specific Responsibilities
1. Identify genuinely marginalized areas in Liberia where community members are in the bottom one third of the economic spectrum and are not currently receiving significant national or external development assistance. Assess the degree to which projects currently under development are consistent with this orientation.

2. Assess the opportunity for ADF economic development programming, given ADF’s logistical and technical capabilities.

3. Identify potential organizations with which ADF might collaborate to program in marginalized areas in Liberia.  

4. Work with the ADF Country Team to identify and establish a partnership with a local organization (Partner) with expertise in supporting small businesses and in community development activities to provide high quality technical assistance to clients and effective execution of the ADF Liberia country program.  Identify any training needs and work with ADF/Washington staff to provide needed training to local Partner and Liberia Field Office staff.

5. Assess security issues affecting ADF’s ability to program in identified areas, and propose ways to address or mitigate the issues identified.  Make recommendations as to how ADF may best support projects in areas identified.

6. Work with the ADF Country Team to develop operating systems and procedures that minimize ADF’s need for ICASS support services from the US Embassy in Liberia.

7. With the Liberia Country Team, work with community groups and support organizations identified during the programming opportunities assessment to assist those groups and organizations to present applications to the Foundation for financial/technical assistance.  Provide assistance to groups that have applied for assistance to analyze their applications, assess strategies to address the expressed needs, and develop project plans and budgets to implement the proposed strategies for submission to ADF/Washington.  

Deliverables:

- Weekly summaries of activities

- Final report on programming opportunities, potential impacts, constraints, and program and project support requirements and strategies to reach marginalized areas and obtain optimum results in Liberia by December 19, 2008.  

Qualifications:

· At least ten years experience as a senior executive manager 

· Experience with public and private grass-roots economic development in West Africa, including recent experience in Liberia

· Post-graduate degree in agriculture, animal science, or rural development

· Familiarity with ADF project development and administration policies and procedures

Deadline for Submission of Proposals:  3:00 pm local time on October 28, 2008.
Submit proposals via email to Sheila Joseph at sjoseph@usadf.gov   Proposals shall include:
-
Resume

-
Cost proposal

-
An essay indicating how the offeror meets the qualifications listed and can perform the work required

Do not include travel costs in your proposal; ADF will cover travel under a separate travel authorization.

For questions regarding this solicitation, please contact Sheila Joseph, Contract Specialist, via email at sjoseph@usadf.gov.
